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Workshop 
Purpose



Understand the 
benefits of Spelling 
Bee Competition.

Get to know the rules 
& procedures.

Tips and ways to 
practice in my 
classroom.



Objectives 
&

Benefits 



SPELLING BEE 
(PRONI’S GOALS)

● Encourage the interest in English among students.

● Improve their pronunciation and spelling.

● Provide a fun and enriching educational experience.

● Encourage healthy competition. 



BENEFITS
● Improves vocabulary.
● Develops a profound understanding of English 

language.
● Students gain confidence by being on a stage 

and speaking in public.
● They acquire the equanimity to be able to 

accept mistakes.
● Strengthens study habits.



Rules & 
Procedures



Stages
1

Regional

2 Supervisión/Jefatura de
Sector

3
4
5

Escolar

Estatal

Nacional

22 al 30 de abril

2 al 17 de mayo

20 al 24 de mayo

27 al 31 de mayo

26 de junio



The contest is done orally and in rounds.

Spellers must sit down in the order specified by the organizers. It could be 

by alphabetical order, registration order, etc.

The “Coordinación Nacional del Programa de Inglés” will establish the list 

of words to be used.

General Guidelines

The speller will be sitting down by himself/herself on the stage facing the 

judges. 



Pronouncer 
Role

Judges
Role

Uses the list with (words, 
definition, and sentences.)

Takes out the paper with 
the word to spell.

Asks contestants to spell 
the words.

Gives out definition and 
sentences (when asked).

The jury is formed by a 
minimum of 2 people and a 
maximum of 4. 

Must be well prepared, have a 
good understanding of the 
rules, be objective, clear, fair 
and impartial.

They determine if the spelled 
word is correct or incorrect. 

They take decisions about 
appeals. Their decisions are 
FINAL.



Rules (for every stage)

● The organizers must decide and indicate the 
order of participation of the spellers. 

● Show the audience, judges and pronuncer the 
urn with the spelling words (previously folded).

● The judges will explain to the spellers that 
there will be 1 trial round for them to practice. 

➢ Before



Rules (for every stage)

● The pronouncer takes a folded paper from the 
urn and announces the word that the 
contestant must spell.

● The speller has the right to ask twice the round 
for:

- The definition of the word.
- A sentence that uses the word.
- Repetition of the word.

➢ During



Rules (for every stage)

● The speller must:
- Say the word at the beginning.
- Spell the word.
- Say the word at the end.

● The speller can pause during the spelling, but there 
can be NO change of letters or their sequence. (In 
other words, the speller can’t correct himself/herself). 

● After they spell the word, the judges will decide if it’s 
correct or incorrect. Their decision is final.

➢ Spelling



Rules (for every stage)

● The organizers may establish a time limit to spell 
each word, time suggested: 2 minutes.

● If the speller doesn’t complete the spelling in the 
established time limit, the participation will be 
considered as incorrect. 

➢ Timing 



Rules (for every stage)

● If the speller:
- Makes a mistake when spelling a word. 
(Judges will indicate this at the end of his/her participation, they 
must NEVER interrupt the speller’s participation).

- Spells the letters in an incorrect order.

- Omits one or more letters of the word.

- Adds letters to the word.

- If the word has a capital letter and the speller doesn’t indicate it.

➢ Disqualification Mistakes 



Rules (for every stage)

● If the speller doesn’t:
- Indicate a diacritic sign.
- Indicate a hyphen or any other punctuation mark.
- Indicate a space between compound words.

➢ Mistakes that are not reasons to be disqualified 



Rules (for every stage)

● If the speller:
- Refuses to start spelling.
- Doesn’t approach the microphone during his/her turn.
- If his/her family participate in conducts that don’t. 
promote an honest, respectful and fair rivalry.
- Produces meaningless sounds.
- Helps or recieves help from someone else. (Another 
speller or person in the audience).

➢ Other reasons for disqualification



Rules (for every stage)

As long as the speller follows all the rules, 
the judges will review the appeals and take 

the corresponding decision only in the 
following situations: 

➢ Appeals 



Rules (for every stage)

The speller:
➢ Appeals 

● Spelled the word correcty, but was eliminated because 
he/she didn’t mention a hyphen, space or a diacritic sign.

● Spelled correctly a homonym of the word and he/she didn’t 
receive the definition.

● Correctly spelled an alternative spelling of the word. (Whose 
pronunciation and definition is exactly the same). Ex: 
color/colour.

● If the judges don’t agree with the same ruling, they’ll ask the 
speller to repeat his/her participation. 



Practice

Practice
Practice



Practice
for the
Contest



Teacher please remember!
● Consider this previous to the Spelling Bee preparation:

Alphabet sounds

Word sounds

Competiton word list

1

2

3



Teacher’s Recommendations 
● Read and analyze the word list.

● Establish a time of your class to practice.

● Decide how many words you’ll practice each class.

● Listen to the correct pronunciation of the words. (Use the MP3 audios)

● Identify the students with greater potential.

● Practice breathing exercises with your students. 

● Recognize and motivate your students.



Student’s Recomendations
● Make sure they understand the rules.

● Listen carefully.

● Teach them to ask for a definition and use of the word in 

a sentence.

● Take your time to spell. (Don’t rush it!)

● Speak loud and clear.

● Be confident.

● Breathe!



Paper
Activities









Crosswords Word Search



Pictionary Hangman



Flashcards Bingo



Stairs or Pyramids



Spirals



Scribble Spelling



Magic Spelling

1. Write the words with a white 
crayon.

2. Color over the words with a 
marker to make them 
magically appear.

3. Spell the word. 



Tic – Tac- Toe
1. Choose two words.

2. Take turns playing tic-tac-toe 
with the words.

3. The first player to get three in 
a line wins. 



Spelling Chain



Scrabble Spelling

1. Choose a spelling word.    
Write it in the 1st column. 

2. Use the values shown on the 
Scrabble letter tiles to add the 
equation.

3. Determine the total sum of 
each spelling word. 



Alphabet Soup

1. Give students a 10-word list.

2. Students must spell the words 
by gluing the letters from the 
alphabet soup on to a sheet of 
paper. 



Games



Let’s Clap / Jump the rope



Spelling Chain



Run & Write / Ring the bell
Run & Spell



Sparkle



Kaboom!



Spelling Ball
Hot potato



Chinese Whispers



Mobile Alphabet



Spell it like a …



Slap the letter



Raise the word



Hands-On Spelling



IT
Tools



Dictionaries

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary

/english/cake
https://www.merriam-webster.com/kids



Worksheet Generator
https://www.education.com/worksheet-generator/

https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/full-generators-index.html

https://crosswordlabs.com/

https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/crossword/



Wordwall

https://wordwall.net/



Game Apps

https://kahoot.com/ https://quizlet.com/es

https://padlet.com/ https://www.peardeck.com/

https://kahoot.it/



Spelling Trainning

https://www.spellingtraining.com/

1.Listen, look at the word and 

write it (with help).

2.Listen, look at the word and 

write it.

3.Listen and write it.



Teacher’s
Resources



Lists with definitions and use in a 
sentence



Lists for students



Lists for students (divided by 
complexity)



MP3 Audio

Word 
pronunciation

Word 
spelling



Invitations, diplomas & badges

Date & Time:

Location:

More 

Information:

Spelling Bee



Remember
to have



Thank You

DIRECCIÓN DE INGLÉS 

844 411-88-00 EXT 3616 / 844 411-89-22 

www.seducoahuila.gob.mx/ingles/


